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MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND ENERGY

DANISH ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

Translation LK

March 1999

STATUTORY ORDER NO. 151 OF MARCH 15, 1999

BANNING PHTHALATES IN TOYS FOR CHILDREN AGED 

0 - 3 AND IN CERTAIN CHILDCARE ARTICLES ETC.

Pursuant to sections 30, 31, 45(1), 59( 4) and 60 of Act on Chemical Substances and Products, cf. Consolidation Act No. 21 of 16 January 1996 with amendments provided for in Act No. 424 of 10 June 1997 and Act No. 431 of 10 June 1997, the following is stipulated:

1.-(1) This Order shall apply to:

1)  toys, which means any product clearly designed or intended for use in play by children aged 0-3 years (0-36 months),

2)  childcare articles for children aged 0-3 years, which means any product intended for or normally expected to be placed into the mouth, including in particular dummies, feeders, jewelry, and bathing articles etc., and

3)  products not covered by points 1) and 2), but which must be expected to be used as toys by children aged 0-3 years because of the construction and design, including the choice of decoration, of the product.

(2) Phthalates means esters of o-phthalic acid.

2.-(1) The manufacture, import and sale of products or parts thereof covered by section 1 containing more than 0.05 percent by mass of phthalates are forbidden. 

3.-(1)  Pursuant to section 38d of the Act on Chemical Substances and Products, the Danish Environmental Protection Agency may require the manufacturer and importer to furnish documentation substantiating product conformity with this Order.

4.-(1) Supervision of compliance with the provisions in this Order shall be enforced by the Danish Environmental Protection Agency in accordance with the rules set out in Part 10 of the Act on Chemical Substances and Products.

5.-(1) Decisions of the Danish Environmental Protection Agency relating to supervision cannot be appealed to other administrative authority.

6.-(1) Violation of section 2 is punishable by a fine, unless a more severe penalty has been incurred in pursuance of other legislation.

(2) The penalty may be increased to detention or imprisonment for up to two years if the offender acted deliberately or by gross negligence, and where the infringement resulted in:

1) harm to human life or health, or risk of harm, or 

2) damage to the environment, or risk of damage, or

3)  achieved or intended financial gain, including savings, for the offender or for others.

7.-(1) Enterprises etc. (legal persons) may incur criminal liability under the rules of Part 5 of the Penal Code.

8.-(1) This Order shall enter into force on April 1, 1999.

(2) Notwithstanding section 2 products covered by this Order, and acquired before the entry into force thereof may be sold or supplied to the consumer until April 1, 2000.

(3) Notwithstanding section 2 the manufacture, import and sale of inflatable bathing articles for outdoor uses or for public swimming baths etc. are permitted until January 1, 2003.

Ministry of Environment and Energy

March 15. 1999

Svend Auken

/Niels Juul Jensen

� The Statutory Order has been notified with reference to Council Directive 98/34/EEC and to Directive 88/378/EEC and Directive 92/59/EEC.
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