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The PVC Information Reply to the Hearing on Bill on changing certain fiscal acts (among these the taxation on PVC)

The PVC Information Council Denmark is pleased to learn that Bill on changing certain fiscal acts includes suggestion to exempt from taxation all the rigid PVC products that are now collected and recycled. This is absolutely a step in the right direction. However, we will take the opportunity to put forward some fundamental comments on the fact that PVC products in Denmark are subject to taxation. We find that over the last few years there have been implemented so significant changes in connection with PVC that the Danish Parliament should seriously consider, whether at all it is environmentally reasonable to burden PVC only with taxes.

Two changes are to be noted concerning PVC:

1. The PVC industry in Denmark and Europe have over the past few years implemented so remarkable environmental improvements that it is no longer relevant to consider PVC as a separate problematic material

Environmental Improvements in Denmark

Both Danish and European companies are working to make PVC a sustainable material. Danish PVC converters have as the world’s first phased out lead, and many of the companies are actively taking part in collection and recycling activities. Moreover, many Danish PVC converters are environmentally certified.

Environmental Initiatives of the European PVC Industry

As the first, and till now, only industry, the whole united, European PVC industry signed a programme for sustainable development. The programme, called Vinyl 2010, includes both the ten raw material producers, that are in Europe to day, but also the about 23.000 companies that are manufacturing products of the raw material PVC every day. Also the plasticizer and stabilizer manufacturers are part of the programme. The results, that are achieved, are published in a progress report each year, which is monitored by an independent body. The program includes among other things an obligation to invest 200 million € by 2010 in e.g. the development of recycling technologies for PVC.

Recycling of both plasticized and rigid PVC

The European PVC manufacturers have among other things decided to financially support the plant for recycling of PVC waste, that is being built in Stigsnæs. Thus Vinyl 2010 has supported the plant financially with 30 million DKK. The interesting thing with the Stigsnæs plant is that it will be able to recycle both plasticized and rigid PVC. The plant is scheduled inaugurated mid 2004.

The Stigsnæs plant will among other things be able to recycle the plasticized PVC waste, that is landfilled to day. The plasticized waste fractions in question are e.g. flooring, tents and tarpaulins. These products that are subject to taxation to day should be exempted from taxation as soon as the Stigsnæs plant will be in operation.

The Vinyl 2010 has also decided to support another Danish project – a project that shall be utilizing the neutralisation residues that are generated during incineration of among other things PVC waste.

2. The Scientific Acknowledgement that PVC does not make the Problem in the Incineration as supposed previously

New Acknowledgement about PVC in the Incineration and neutralisation residues

In 2001 the PVC Information Council had a report worked out to throw light on the latest knowledge on the role of PVC waste in incineration. It turns out that the PVC waste has not the big, negative importance as previously supposed. The environmentally problematic residues, that are generated as a cause of the incineration process, are mainly owing to other waste fractions than PVC. The report concludes among other things that only 5 pct of the residues that are generated in the incinerators with wet smoke purification are owing to PVC. About 70 pct of the Danish waste is just being incinerated on plants with wet smoke purification.

The report, that is written in 2002 by Ole Hjelmar from DHI Water & Environment, is called “Incineration of PVC: Influence of mass-flow through an Incinerator”. Ole Hjelmar has over a number of years been working with incineration issues for both the Danish EPA and the European Commission.

New Acknowledgement on PVC in waste Incineration and generation of Dioxin

Ten years ago it was the understanding that the PVC waste was the main cause of the dioxin emission, that is taking place in connection with incineration of waste. Now we know that it is not the presence of PVC waste, but, on the contrary, the incineration conditions that are causing the development of dioxin. This means that if you kept away any form of PVC from the incinerators, you would not gain any reduction in the dioxin emission. The source of this knowledge is the internationally recognized scientist on incineration, Jürgen Vehlow, of the Karlsruhe Univesity in Germany.

A new View of PVC is necessary

Based on the environmental steps the PVC industry has taken, and based on the new knowledge on incineration available, it is the opinion of the PVC Information Council Denmark that the PVC material does not differ from other materials to a degree that justifies a taxation on PVC.

Yours faithfully

Ole Grøndahl Hansen

PVC Information Council Denmark

